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Resident Musical Director Job Description 
South Side Theatre Academy  
 
 
Contract Type: Rolling Freelance – weekly musical theatre classes on Tuesdays with 7-15-
year olds 
South Side are on the search for a resident Musical Director to lead our singing workshops 
throughout Musical Theatre themed terms in our Weekly Academy, alongside Musical Directing our 
yearly productions and getting involved with running further holiday projects and workshops. The 
Musical Director will join South Side’s team of creative practitioners every week as the company 
grows, heading towards new class dates throughout 2021 and beyond.  
 
 

Salary: £10 per hour  

Application Closing Date: Friday 11th December 2020, 12pm 

Interview Dates: interviews to take place week commencing Monday 14th December 2020.  

Working Arrangements: Tuesday’s during term time, hours alter on a termly basis. Example hours: 
5-6:30pm or 5-8pm depending on number of classes studying Musical Theatre that term (cover can 
be arranged if there are ever sessions you cannot make). Further opportunities for further work in 
Holiday Projects.  
 
Please note this post is on a freelance basis and working arrangements will constantly change 
throughout the year depending on what each class is studying each term.  
 
Reporting to: Artistic Director 
 

 
About South Side 
South Side Theatre Academy has been running at Hook Church in Surbiton since 2018, with an aim 
to create imaginative and inclusive theatre workshops, experiences and shows for all young people, 
giving them the opportunity to experience all elements of theatre at affordable prices. 
 

 
 
We run weekly theatre workshops for 4-15-year olds, holiday projects, school and youth club 
projects and productions, with our sole aim to open out top quality theatre education to everyone. 
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All our workshops and rehearsals take place at Hook Evangelical Church. At South Side we believe 
that every young person learns differently and therefore ensure every workshop or project is 
specially designed to allow every single individual young person. to benefit and enjoy it.  
 
Since launching in 2018, South Side has worked with over 300 young people through weekly 
classes, holiday projects and schools and youth club workshops. We have performed productions 
such as Bugsy Malone, Aladdin and various devised pieces, and worked with West End stars such 
as Charlie Stemp, Alexzandra Sarmiento and Jocasta Almgill. It’s a place where young people can 
come and forget about the outside world and just be creative and imaginative for an hour or two! 
 
Our Next Steps 
Despite still being in the early stages of the company, South Side has big ambitions going forward, 
starting with the launch of a new set of classes during 2021 on a second day of the week. Our 
ambition is to always open up theatre to more young people, and new class days will do just that. 
As we look ahead to the future numerous discussions are currently in place looking at new 
productions, dance classes, LAMDA exams and even our own studio. This will of course all take 
time, but as we grow over the next few years, we plan for all of these to become a reality, alongside 
so much more! 
 
Our Past Work 
Past work has included a wide variety of shows including Annie and The Wizard of Oz. But aside 
from the productions, we have run so many incredible workshops, most recently our COVID secure, 
free project, ‘Play in a Day’ with over 50 young people from the ages of 4-15 years. Throughout the 
Summer of 2020, we worked with 90 young people and 5 incredible West End stars in an intensive 
week of dance. And due to lockdown have also ran numerous online classes and workshops! You 
can find out more about our past work on our website at www.southsidetheatre.com. 
 
 
Job Purpose 
The successful candidate will run all musical workshops and rehearsals with our Ages 7-11 and 
11-15 theatre classes on a Tuesday. Potentially a further day later in 2021 (Thursday or Saturday) 
 
The Musical Director will join our team from Tuesday 5th January 2021 from 5-6:30pm for the 
Spring Term and then 5-8pm for the Summer Term from April.  
 
Key Responsibilities 

• To run all musical rehearsals and workshops with our 7-15-year olds, running exercises and 
rehearsals, musical directing shows and keeping the South Side Theatre ethos.  

• To run school workshops during daytime or after school. Workshops are booked based upon 
your availability and schedule.  

• To work collaboratively with a creative team to produce a range of productions. 
• To musical direct on our upcoming productions, including holiday projects during the Easter 

and Summer Holidays. 
• To plan and deliver musical masterclasses throughout our Weekly Academy classes.  
• To work closely with the Artistic Director to create his artistic vision for South Side Theatre 

Academy.  
• To follow the ethos of South Side Theatre Academy's Weekly Theatre Academy Programme. 
• To lead and coordinate a band and band rehearsals when required for productions.  
• Potentially running 1-to-1 singing and LAMDA lessons (earliest in late 2021). 

 
These job requirements will adapt and change with South Side Theatre Academy’s class plans, 
workshops and requirements.  
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Essential  
• Experience and knowledge of the theatre industry.  
• Be at least grade 8 on the piano.  
• A background of musical directing in classes or productions.  
• Confident, team player who’s happy to bounce of other ideas.  
• Knowledge of child protection procedures and plans.  
• Experience of working in a fast-paced environment and therefore easily adaptable to 

circumstances. 
• Confident teacher, being able to deliver a wide range of singing exercises to a high standard 

to children and teenagers.  
• Experience of working with a theatre creative team.  

 
Desirable 

• Experience of working with children.  
• Diploma or Degree level training in Musical Theatre. 
• Experience of musical directing on productions with young people.  
• Open to further opportunities for South Side Theatre. 
• Have valuable links within the theatre industry. 
• Flexibility on timings and rehearsal dates (not essential). 
• Have a valid DBS (South Side can organise this if you don’t have one). 

 

 
West End Summer Academy with Natasha Mould, July 2020 

 
To apply, please send us your CV and a Cover Letter stating why you’d like to work for South Side 
Theatre Academy to info@southsidetheatre.com with the subject: Musical Director Application.  
 
Applications close on 11th December at 12pm, with interviews taking place over the following week. 
Applications will be considered on a rolling basis and so the job may close earlier if sufficient 
applications are received. 
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For any questions or issues, please email Toby Ward-Smith at info@southsidetheatre.com.  
 
We very much look forward to receiving your application and welcoming you to South Side Theatre 
Academy!  
 
South Side Theatre Academy is an equal opportunities employer. This means we welcome 
applications from all sections of the community, and we encourage people with different 
experiences, skills and stories to join us and influence our working practice. 


